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Federal A ttorney Asked io Resicn

Because of Intelligence Disclosure

t

By PHILIP TAUBMAN e
- Spectalto TheNew York Times . -

WASHINGTON, April 1 - Justice Da.
partment officals sald today that a
Uhited States Anomey in San Diego
had been askad (0 resign. The request
came a week alter be disclesed that the
Central Intelligence Agancy had played
& role in dlocking prosecution of a for.
mer Mexican Government of?icial in a
majorcriminalcase. . .. . -,

Theotficials reported that Willlam H,
Kannedy, appointed as United Siatss
Attorney by Presicent  Reagan last
year, was asked to resign on
day.. ©ooTSHUPETT Rt

. It was not known whether Mr, Xen:
nady had acceded to the request, Statf
members in his office had no response
to the report of his pending ouster, and
ke did rot return telephone calls re
questing his comment, '

. Last week, in a newspaper interdew,

Mr. Kennedy disclosed that the Justice
Depariment had blocked prosecution of
tae former chief of Mexico's-national’
police in'an $8 million stolen car case
after the C.LA. advised that the Mexi.

Wednes. | <0 » =007
=% T E Y In- addition, officials sald the

can was a key intelligance source in
Central America, ’

‘Mr. Kennedy was summoned to
Washington for meetings with senlor

department officials Monday and was |

reprimanded for making the disclosure,
Initially, department otficials indicated
Mr.:Kennedy would be permitted to
keep his job, but they sald they later de-
¢ided his comments violated Govern-
ment rules prohibiting the release of

grand juryinformation. . . .oc. ‘
ey felt
that accepting Mr. Kermedy's conduct
might suzgest that the Reagan Admin-
Istration was not serious about pending

legislation that would make it a Federal

crime todisclose the identitles of Intelli-|

gence agents working for the United
States. The legislation, known as the In-
telligence Identities Protection Act, nias
been approvsd by both the House and
Senate and {s expected to become law

i once final I4

{ billissentta. .. veapan

© _Inaninterview pubiished by The San
: Diego Unicn, Mr. Kennedy asserted
“that since Jast November the Justice
Department has withheld approval to
. indict Miguel Nassar Haro, the former
-head of the Mexico's Directorate of
Federal Security, because the C.I.A.
had told the department that Mr. Nas-
sar was its “most important source in
Mexicoand Central America.”

Senlor Reagan Administration opfi-
! cigls sald Mr, Nassar's connectiongs!
viththe C.I1A. were eonsldersd particu. |
!larly sensitive because the intelligence!
'inrgnnatim he provided involved the
activities of guerrilla leaders from E|
Salvadorand Guatamala,

They said that under Mr. Nassar's di.
recticn, the Mexican national police
had conducted joint Intelligence-gath-
ering operations with the C.I.A. and|
passed on sensitive information about,
Soviet and Cuban assistance of guer-|
rilla forces in El Salvador, According to!
i these officials, Mr, Nassar, who leit his'|
! police job in January and whose where. !
abouts ars » Was 1 Xey source '
of some of the informaticn used by the!
Administration to Justity itz assertions!
ol outside Interferance In E1 Salvador, .1

Justice Department olMicials said ‘
thazeﬁdenceimplicadnng. Nassarin|
! the stolen car case first appeared Jast !

rting them
Mexico to be s0ld at inflated pdce:
Fourteen of the suspects werz arrested
when they entered the United States
last fall and were later convicted,
de{'}eendmanucpt ol!iﬂcitae? sald two of the
implica :
theirtutimonyl.’ - Mr >Nassa.r 1n
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